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Permanents Secretary Report – Board Meeting 29/02/2014 
 
1. End of 2012/13 Season Validations and Start of 2013/14 Season 
Final validation numbers and distribution of event types and distances for Permanents Events in 2012/14 
were not significantly different from the provisional figures in my end of season report to the AGM, with a 
total of 4,336 Permanents “events”, including AAA points associated with DIY events, being recorded. 

With only a couple of exceptions Organisers managed to clear results and send in brevet cards and self-
validation on-line results sheets quite efficiently. 

Pete C made some changes to the on-line display of pending validations at my request and the new format 
made the transition task of filtering old-season validations from incoming results for the new-season much 
easier. The existing transition system works OK, but it would be easier for recording if the new-season 
results could be processed in parallel with the previous season ones during the first two months of the new 
season. This might also help with end of season organiser changes particularly for DIY events. But this is 
“nice to have” rather than essential (see other IT points below) 

2. 2013/14 Season 
Quite a few changes of Organisers and some new Organisers and events have all been implemented for 
this season so far. These have included a new Round Britain’s Coast series (organised by Don Black) 
replacing in a modern format the withdrawn Peneperipheral events originally organised by Peter Coulson. 

All validations and recording are up to date. With 1,014 validations so far it looks as though the significant 
increase in events ridden in 2013/14 will be maintained and possibly again exceeded. 

3. Permanents Events development 
Board support is sought for two IT issues: 

The new Permanents events proforma is currently housed on my own website. This was always seen as 
being a temporary stop-gap until new permanent events on-line forms (similar to those in place for 
Calendar events) could be introduced. This has been on the IT “to do” list for a considerable time and I 
would hope it could be given some priority this year. 

Information on just where Permanent events go is not easy to find. Sometimes event titles are very helpful 
(e.g. Dover to Dorchester 300km), but others, beloved by organisers, are quite arcane (e.g. “Uncle Fred’s 
Pedal in the Sunshine”). An improvement would be to list the controls used by fixed route Permanent 
Events as subtext to the event names. This would make the on-line calendar listing longer, but more 
helpful. Requires the addition of a Sub-Title field in the ‘Add a new Perm’ system.  

In addition I would like to see a ‘Find a Permanent Event near you’ facility similar to store location finders 
on retailers’ websites, whereby it was possible to choose a standard distance (less than 200, 200, 300, 
400, 600, more than 600km) and then put in a postcode and be given Control locations and their 
associated events within a given radius. If this system is set up, the Control location postcodes could be 
input on a rolling programme by myself in conjunction with organisers (new events would go straight in with 
postcodes being a mandatory field in the on-line new Perm proforma). At present Permanent events are 
ridden by AUK members with only a small number of non-members tagging along. But with the find an 
event near you facility in place and with the right publicity on the website it would be possible to promote an 
AUK national network of events and cycling challenges available all year round and open to all, providing 
another gateway to  find out about cycle randonnées and then join AUK.  
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New Permanent event announcements are currently made on the AUK email newsgroup, which has a 
diminishing readership. I used to also put them on YACF. Once the new AUK members forum is up and 
running they will be announced there. Arrivée will continue to have a printed record. 
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